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PROPITIATION OF WILD ANIMALS

CHAP.

Cere-
monious
treatment
of sea-
beasts by
the Esqui-
maux.

and that last spring, when the does were returning to him to
drop their young, none of the little or embryo fawns were
devoured by the dogs.     After long incantations the magician
announces that the patron of the deer condescends to supply
the Esquimaux with the spirits of the animals in a material
form, and that soon there will be plenty in the land.    He
charges the people to fall on and slay and thereby win the
approval of the spirit, who loves to see good  folk enjoying
themselves, knowing that so long as the Esquimaux refrain
from feeding their dogs with the unborn young, the spirits of
the dead reindeer will return again to his watchful care.    The
dogs are not allowed to taste the flesh, and until the supply
is  plentiful  they  may  not   gnaw   the   leg-bones,   lest the
guardian of the deer should take offence and send no more
of the animals.     If, unfortunately, a dog should get at the
meat, a piece of his tail is cut off or his ear is cropped to
let the blood flow.1    Again, the Central Esquimaux hold that
sea-mammals, particularly whales, ground-seals, and common
seals, sprang from the severed fingers of the goddess Sedna,
and that therefore an Esquimau must make atonement for
every such animal that he kills.     When a seal is brought
into the hut, the woman must stop working till it has been
cut up.    After the capture  of a  ground  seal, walrus,  or
whale   they  must  rest  for  three  days.     Not  all   sorts   of
work, however, are forbidden, for they may mend articles
made of sealskin, but they may not make anything new.
For example, an old tent cover may be enlarged in order to
build a larger hut, but it is not allowed to make a new one.
Working on new deerskins is strictly forbidden.     No skins
of this kind obtained in summer may be prepared before the
ice has formed and the first seal has been caught with the
harpoon.     Later on, as soon  as the first walrus has been
taken, the work must again stop until autumn comes round.
Hence all families are eager to finish the work on deerskins
as fast as possible, for until that is done the walrus season
may   not   begin.2    The   Greenlanders   are   careful   not   to
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